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V INevertheless only part of the data concerning the future can be 
duced to numerical series. In all social sciences, significant phenomena 
must be understood in their relative uniqueness, their complexity, and 
their interrelatedness with the whole fabric of culture. Wherever we deal 
with unique phenomena, we have to be satisfied with a qualitative state
ment of credibility which results from a combination of inductive and de
ductive reasoning. "Objective (developmental) thinking", to use Harold 
Lasswell's term, "includes the evaluation of newly invented ways of 
moving toward the goal, and embraces the products of creative imagina
tion about the ways and means of policy." Thus particular elements must 
be viewed in their functional relationship to the whole, specific qualita
tive regularities must be discovered that reveal the growth of a social 
phenomenon. In attempting to establish such patterns, the scholar con
structs, within a relatively closed system, a pure type of the phenome
non under investigation, which shows both the enduring design of a social 
structure and its capacity for organic change. The sociologist Maclver 
intimates that "all prediction. .. is based on the assumption of a rela
tively closed system", "the continuance of which we can reasonably pre
dict on the assumption that no invading or eruptive factor breaks or 
thwarts the prevailing routine"."It is this type of prediction - not the 
prediction of sheer novelty - that belongs within the realm of science." 
Unquestionably, the anticipation of totally new single facts and isolated 
processes remains impossible as it is dependent on our sense perception 
which operates only in the present. "Sheer novelty" is, however, less 
frequent than Maclvers’s statement might suggest. For what appears to 
be an erupting factor in one relatively closed system, may be discovered 
to constitute an integral and, therefore, predictable factor in another 
connected system. Thus the organization and judicial policies of the 
United States Supreme Court once explored, can be projected into the 
future, and a range of possible or even more or less probable changes 
can be deducted. We cannot, however, state in terms of mathematical 
probability who will sit on its bench or what particular decisions will be 
handed down a decade hence.

Our age is characterized by the beginnings of social and economic 
planning, undertaken more comprehensively than was possible in earlier 
periods of our civilization. Theorists of planning like the late Karl 
Mannheim have claimed that our society is about to become planned in 
all decisive socio-cultural aspects. In reality, however, planning is 
practiced not in all regions of the world and, in most instances, it does 
not cover all spheres of public life. As long as the world continues to 
be divided into a multiplicity of contending sovereign states, crucial 
complexes such as industry or agriculture, population or education are 
not yet subjected to world-wide planning. Hence, an all-inclusive science
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