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iof society constitute but so many links in an unbroken chain, called hu­

man history, was slow to disappear.
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We who were born into the Atomic Age are living through an upheaval 
possibly surpassing in its impact the Neolithic and Urban Revolutions 
which, some 6000 years ago, opened the chapter of historic civilization. 
This is the first period in human history when universal basic change 
occurs within less than one generation. The rate of such change is in­
creasing so rapidly that its effects have already become extremely dis­
quieting. At the same time science, one of the revolutionary factors, 
has been forever expanding regardless of any signs of disintegration 
discernible in the social and political sphere. Increased concern about 
the future combined with the ability of science to deal with an ever-wid­
ening range of materials combine to create a condition generally favor­
able towards a scientific study of the future.

To be sure, the gravity of the crisis which science itself has in large 
measure produced is erecting new barriers of resistance against object­
ive and uncompromising forecasting. For in the face of such uncertainty 
the average person is likely to repress his curiosity and concern by 
withdrawing into supposedly safer though probably illusionary shelters. 
Some retire, indeed, into what Walter Lippman once called "the peace 
of human privacy"; others attempt to forget the present by burying them­
selves in the archives of a dead past. Again there are those who spend 
themselves in meaningless pursuit of an episodic present. Others who 
do look at the future view it through glasses colored by their own sub­
jective expectation and desires.

Yet, the nature of science induces its disciples to continue their 
search regardless of the outcome. They have been conditioned by tem­
perament and training to devote their lives to knowledge for knowledge’s 
sake with the prime purpose of widening the area of human comprehen­
sion. Pure social science is becoming almost as self-propelling and ac­
cumulative as pure natural science. Consequently, the ever-increasing 
pace of scientific exertion of all kinds is resulting in the accumulation 
of an impressive body of material dealing not only with the present and 
the past, but also with the future. During the last hundred years, the 
birth and growth of a scientific natural history, sociology, and anthro­
pology have yielded a series of significant and serious predictions. Still 
more recently, the development of a dynamic psychology with its appli­
cation to the problems of society is removing another obstacle toward 
the understanding of the present and future of man and his world.

Naturally, the social sciences automatically reflect our general un­
rest and uncertainty. At the same time, the natural sciences are under-

Ii

n• t

j I
I:

': i
:

J

u
:
!
!


