
78

much a part of Futurology as a description of "What's In Store for Chil­
dren".

It is evident that in this sphere of short-term forecasting the topics 
tend to become more numerous and more specific. In contrast to the 
more abstract and general speculations marking middle- and long-range 
developments, the immediate future in its concreteness and its nearness 
easily appeals to the public. At the same time, it is the fate of many 
short-term predictions to become outmoded before the scholar has had 
a chance to evaluate them in the light of more comprehensive and en­
during trends. Under these circumstances all he can do is to verify re­
troactively the forecasts that had been made beforehand1. Unfortunately, 
material used in making short-range predictions is treated most uneven­
ly. Some phenomena receive thourough and expert attention while others 
are left to sensation-craving journalists. Hence this area is at present 
the least integrated of all three segments of Futurology.
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The function of Futurology will become fully evident only as it grows 

since its findings, even more than those of other social sciences, con­
tain elements of considerable uncertainty. We do know that, in our util­
itarian age when the utility of all rational knowledge is becoming in­
creasingly doubtful, many will immediately question the need for a sci­
ence of the future. Gone is the optimism of the Enlightenment and the 
Century of Science when the conviction prevailed that knowledge was 
power, and that it would in time enable man to become the master of 
his fate by giving him control over nature and society. In those days the 
findings of "pure science" no less than those of applied science were 
appreciated primarily for their contribution to the happiness and pro­
gress of humankind.

Today Ecclesiastes' age-old lament that "in much wisdom is much 
grief' and that "he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow" sounds 
in our ears with renewed vigor. It becomes ever harder to prove that in­
creased knowledge inevitably leads to greater happiness or goodness. 
The pure sciences, so we are beginning to realize, reveal not only our 
potentialities, but also our limitations. Thanks to the applied sciences 
we possess not only the tractor, but also the tank. And while we are sure 
that the latter is a bane, we are by no means certain that the former is 
an unmixed blessing. Hence all signs point towards the continued strength 
of the unscientific major ideologies of the day. Engaged in a gigantic 
struggle between institutions and systems, between ultimate valuations
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4) This has been done by Dr. H. A. Larrabee and his students at Union College who, early in 
1942, studied various authorities who had gone on record in print, prior to Pearl Harbour, with 
specific predictions concerning the prospects of a war between this country and Japan.
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